DOGMATIC CONSTITUTION ON THE CHURCH

LUMEN GENTIUM

Solemnly Promulgated by His Holiness, Pope Paul VI on November 21, 1964.

One of the principal documents of the Second Vatican Council, Lumen Gentium, the
Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, articulates the origin, identity, nature, and mission
of the Catholic Church.

The main message of Lumen Gentium (Latin for “Light of the Nations”) is to 'declare with
greater clarity “the nature of the Church and its universal mission” to accompany “the
entire human race” on the journey toward achieving “full unity in Christ”. The Church is
not just an institution but an entire community of the faithful, united by their common
baptism and faith in Christ — the true Light of this World.

Chapter 1: The Mystery of the Church

This chapter provides a summary of the very nature of the Church as both the visible and
invisible reality through which all persons are called to participate in the Trinitarian,
divine life of God through, with, and in Christ Jesus. It presents the Church both as a
Mystery and a Communion of baptized believers, emphasizing the communal and
inclusive nature of the Church as the People of God. It underscores the roles and
responsibilities of all members, highlighting the shared priestly, prophetic, and kingly
mission. The document also stresses the importance of unity in diversity and the
complementary roles of the hierarchy and the laity in fulfilling the Church's mission.
Lumen Gentium affirms the absolute necessity of the Church, founded by the Lord
Himself, as the means of our salvation in Christ. Without the Church, we do not have the
New Testament, the sacraments, sanctifying grace, the magisterium, the saints and their
intercession, and the salvific efficacy of the Holy Mass.

Chapter 2: On the People of God

One of the key portions of Lumen gentium is its declaration that the Church is "the People
of God". This concept emphasizes the universal and communal nature of the Church,
transcending social, racial, and national boundaries. The chapter goes on to describe how
the entire People of God, through baptism and confirmation, shares in the priestly and
prophetic mission of Christ. Thus, every member of the People of God has a role in the
Church's mission to spread the Gospel and work toward the sanctification of the world,
highlighting the unity and diversity within the Church.

Chapter 3: Hierarchical Structure of the Church

Lumen Gentium details the hierarchical structure of the Church, focusing on the role and
responsibilities of bishops. It emphasizes the apostolic foundation of the Church's
leadership, the concept of collegiality among bishops with the pope at the center, and the
importance of episcopal ordination. It also addresses the infallibility of the Church's
magisterium, the pastoral duties of bishops, and the supportive roles of priests and
deacons in the Church’s mission.

Chapter 4: The Laity

A significant portion of Lumen Gentium is dedicated to the role of the laity. It highlights
their participation in the Church's mission through their everyday activities, their duty
to sanctify the world, and their collaborative relationship with the hierarchy. The chapter
underscores the dignity and responsibility of the laity, the significance of the family as a
domestic church, and the call for lay people to be active in social and political spheres,



working to transform the world according to Christian values. The laity are called to
sanctify the world and to proclaim the

Gospel, and through their faith, prayer, action, and testimony, the laity will transform
the world of work, culture, politics, and economy and thus contribute to the common good
and the proper ordering of society in justice, peace, and mercy

Chapter 5 & 6: The Universal Call to Holiness and The Religious

While, on the one hand, Lumen Gentium highlights the significance and nature of
religious life in the Church, centered on the evangelical counsels of chastity, poverty, and
obedience, and its importance in witnessing to the values of the Kingdom of God, it also
emphasizes the universal call to holiness, which is a fundamental aspect of Christian life.
Holiness is not only reserved for the ordained and the religious but is accessible to all
members of the Church, and encourages all to strive for holiness regardless of their state
or vocation. Providing practical means for achieving holiness through the sacraments,
prayer, and daily life, the document highlights the role of the Holy Spirit, the examples of
the saints, and the importance of living out one’s faith in the world.

The document also acknowledges the importance of ecumenism and expresses the
Church's commitment to the unity of all Christians. It recognizes the presence of elements
of truth and sanctification in other Christian communities and calls for dialogue and
collaboration.

Chapter 7: The Pilgrim Church

In essence, the Church on Earth is not merely a worldly institution, but, as the People of
God, the Body of Christ, and the Temple of the Holy Spirit, it is an outward expression
and an inward participation in the very life of the Triune God. Lumen Gentium highlights
this eschatological (end times) dimension of the Church in its journey towards the
fulfillment of God's Kingdom. It discusses the Church's hope in the second coming of
Christ, the communion between the Church on earth and the saints in heaven, and the
role of Mary. It also addresses the concepts of death, resurrection, final judgment, and
the new creation, and encourages the faithful to live with an eternal perspective,
participating in the sacraments and liturgy as they undertake their journey as pilgrims
towards their ultimate destiny with God.

Chapter 8: Blessed Virgin Mary

The final chapter of Lumen Gentium is dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother
of the Church and the Mother of God, whose fiat, obedience and discipleship made possible
our salvation in Christ. She prays for and walks with the Church in Her pilgrimage to the
Father’s house and stands for us as the radiant example of faith, holiness, and love.

Conclusion:

Lumen Gentium serves as a foundational document that deepens the understanding of
the Church’s identity, emphasizing its communal and sacramental nature, the universal
call to holiness, and the active participation of all its members in its mission. It promotes
a vision of the Church that is both hierarchical and collegial, rooted in the mystery of the
Holy Trinity, and oriented towards the ultimate fulfillment of God’s Kingdom.

Click here to read the full, original document.
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